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SUBJECT: ROK STATEMENTS ON CANCELLATION OF NORTH-SOUTH 
RED CROSS MEETING 

REF: SEOUL 2222IDTG 200610Z MAR 78) 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE ROK NATIONAL 
RED CROSS ON MARCH 20. 1978, AFTER NORTH KOREANS FAILED TO 
APPEAR FOR THE SCHEDULED RED CROSS MEETING. UNOFFICIAL 
TRANSLATION. BEGIN TEXT: STATEMENT OF REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
NATIONAL RED CROSS (ROKNRC) SPOKESMAN. MARCH 20. 1978, 

1020 HOURS, AT FREEDOM HOUSE, PANMUNJOM. 

1 . ON MARCH 19, 1978, AT 7 O'CLOCK, P.M., VIA PYONGYANG 
RADIO, THE NORTH KOREAN RED CROSS (NKRC) SENT A RADIO 
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MESSAGE TO THE ROKNRC ANNOUNCING UNILATERALLY, ON THE PRETEXT 
OF THE RECENTLY CONDUCTED JOINT ROK-US OPERATIONAL EXERCISE, 

THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE 26TH SOUTH-NORTH RED CROSS WORKING 
LEVEL MEETING WHICH THE TWO SIDES HAD AGREED TO HOLD AT 
10 O'CLOCK ON MARCH 20, 1978 AT THE PANMUNJOM NEUTRAL 
NATIONS SUPERVISORY COMMISSION (NNSC) CONFERENCE ROOM. 
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2. IN RESPONSE, THE ROKNRC DELEGATION NOTIFIED THE 
NKRC AT 8 O'CLOCK, A.M., ON MARCH 20, 1978 THAT THE 
SOUTH-NORTH RED CROSS WORKING LEVEL MEETING COULD NOT BE 
POSTPONED ON THE BASIS OF SUCH AN UNJUSTIFIABLE EXCUSE AND 
THAT THE MEETING MUST BE HELD AS SCHEDULED IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH THE MUTURAL AGREEMENT. ACCORDINGLY, THE ROKNRC DELEGATION 
CAME TO THE CONFERENCE SITE AT PANMUNJOM THIS MORNING 
BUT THE NK SIDE FAILED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING. 

3. THE NKRC SIDE'S ATTITUDE IN REJECTING THE DIALOGUE IS 
NOT ONLY A VIOLATION OF THE AGREEMENT OF THE TWO SIDES 
BUT IT ALSO RUNS COUNTER TO THE HUMANITARIAN SPIRIT OF THE 
RED CROSS AND THE SPIRIT OF THE JULY 4 SOUTH-NORTH JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE. FURTHERMORE, IT IS EXTREMELY REGRETTABLE, 

SINCE IT IS AN ACT NOT ONLY BETRAYING THE ASPIRATIONS OF 

10 MILLION SEPARATED FAMILIES AND THE 50 MILLION PEOPLE 

OF THE COUNTRY, BUT ALSO GOING COUNTER TO EFFORTS FOR PEACEFUL 

REUNIFICATION OF OUR FATHERLAND. 

4. IN THE COURSE OF PAST MEETINGS, THE NKRC SIDE INTERRUPTED 
THE PLENARY TALKS ON THE PRETEXT OF THE SO-CALLED "ATMOSPHERE 
IN SEOUL" AND THEN NOT ONLY REFUSED TO DISCUSS THE AGENDA 
ITEMS OF THE PLENARY TALKS, BUT WENT FURTHER TO CUT OFF 

THE DIRECT-LINE TELEPHONE BETWEEN SOUTH AND NORTH KOREA 
UNDER THE EXCUSE OF SO-CALLED "POLITICAL PRECONDITIONS". 

NOW AGAIN UNDER AN UNREASONABLE EXCUSE THEY HAVE UNILATERALLY 
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POSTPONED EVEN THE WORKING LEVEL MEETING. THUS, WE ARE 
MADE TO WONDER IF THEY INDEED HAVE THE INTENT TO ALLEVIATE 
THE SUFFERINGS OF THE SEPARATED FAMILIES IN SOUTH AND NORTH 
KOREA. 

5. IF THERE WERE PROBLEMS BETWEEN SOUTH AND NORTH KOREA, 

THE RIGHT ATTITUDE IS TO TRY TO SETTLE THEM THROUGH PEACEFUL 
DIALOGUES INSTEAD OF UNILATERALLY POSTPONING OR SUSPENDING 
THE DIALOGUE. YET, THE NK SIDE'S PRESENT STATEMENT THAT 

THEY DO NOT WANT TO HOLD EVEN THE WORKING LEVEL MEETING CAN 
BE INTERPRETED ONLY AS MEANING THEY WANT TO INCREASE, 
INTENTIONALLY, TENSION BETWEEN SOUTH AND NORTH KOREA 
AND THAT THEY HAVE NO INTENT TO SETTLE PROBLEMS OF THE SAME 
PEOPLE THROUGH PEACEFUL MEANS. 

6. THE NKRC SIDE MUST CONSENT TO HOLDING AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE OF THE 26TH SOUTH NORTH RED CROSS WORKING LEVEL 
MEETING TO FULFILL THE EXTREMELY PRECIOUS TASK ENTRUSTED 
TO THE SOUTH-NORTH RED CROSS TALKS AND THE ASPIRATIONS OF 
50 MILLION PEOPLE OF THE COUNTRY. IF THE NK SIDE SHOULD 
ACT OTHERWISE, CONTINUING TO REFUSE THE DIALOGUE AND TO 
DENY PEACE, IT WILL HAVE COMMITTED A NATIONAL ERROR, AND 
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FOR ALL CONSEQUENCES RESULTING FROM SUCH AN ERROR THE NK 
SIDE MUST ASUME THE ENTIRE RESPONSIBILITY. 

7. THE ROKNRC DELEGATION HEREBY PLEDGES ITSELF TO EXERT 
ITS UTMOST PERSEVERANCE AND SINCERITY FOR THE REUNION OF 
10 MILLION SEPARATED FAMILIES AND FOR SETTLEMENT OF 
HUMANITARIAN ISSUES BETWEEN SOUTH AND NORTH KOREA IN DEFIANCE 
OF WHATEVER DIFFICULTIES THERE MAY BE. END TEXT. 
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